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"Students making the
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Wendy
Wendy Sheridan-Smith

A MESSAGE FROM 
WENDY

Poipoia te kakano
Kia puawai

Nuture the seed 
and it will blossom

                  Lifelong Learning
        Every year, I believe, has something to teach us;
                                    2019 is busy teaching me about kindness and 
                                    humility. I have always thought that my strength 
                                    was serving others – making sure everyone was 
                                    ok, well supported, had what they needed and 
felt cared for and heard. This year my journey into arthritis has taught me 
that human beings are essentially kind; the majority of people realise you’re in 
the chair because that is the only choice left to you. And I have learnt that 
most people want to help and don’t see me as anything less than what I am. 
That it is ok to smile my thanks and carry on with living my life. It’s also ok to 
let other people step up; I’m off to see a surgeon in a week or two thanks to 
my husband’s persistence, that meeting should lead to an operation and me 
back to how I was before arthritis ate away all the cartilage between my hip 
bones making any movement incredibly painful. The willingness of a surgeon to 
listen and to act is an act of kindness on his part and reinforces the need for 
humility and acceptance on mine.
My work at our school has shown me the great trust that staff and students 
place in me. I have been collecting student voice over the last ten days and I 
have felt privileged at the students’ openness and transparency. They trust me 
to get it right for them and they’ve been very fair and open hearted with 
their comments and suggestions. From listening to understand I have thought 
of more things we can do to support them and their learning and I have 
engaged with several different groups with brilliant ideas – watch this space.
I know that some of you have been disconcerted seeing me, or hearing about 
me, and my wheels at the moment. Be assured that it’s temporary and is 
teaching me important lessons; I look forward to a brighter future for me and 
for the school.

Look What's 
Happening 

at HIS

Monday 17 June
BoT Meeting 5.00pm  
Everyone Welcome

Wednesday 19 June 
Maths Cafe Evening

6pm

Wednesday 26 June 
Taranaki Intermediate Rippa 

Rugby Tournament

Tuesday 2 July
Devon Intermediate

Winter Sport Exchange

Pride is concerned
with who is right.

Humility is concerned 
with what is right.

-Ezra Taft Benson

Meet the Maths Team
Director of Maths and Math Coach for Ohawe 
Whanau Classes (1,2,6,8,9,15) is Ahinekura Crawford 
(Ako 2). Maths Coach for Tangahoe Whanau Classes 
(3,5,7,10,17,24) is Alex Caradus. (Ako 17)

This term in Maths we have adapted a cafe style of 
approach, where we offer an All day menu.
These include Maths Starters (Maths Warm up), 
Smorgasbord (Student Choices, Can dos, Mains (Must 
dos) and Weekly Specials with the Chef, (Workshop 
with the teacher). Weekly Specials are developed 
from our PATs assessment data, which students sat 
last term. Our classes are set up for this style of 
approach. Alex and I both have different teaching 
styles and use different methods, as all classes are 
different.
Both classes started the term looking at Jo Boaler's 
Mathematical Mindsets. We have been unpacking how 
our students see maths and to help them develop a 
growth mindset instead of a fixed mindset towards 
their learning and understanding of mathematical 
concepts. We have also touched on patterns and 
relationships between numbers and images.

Tangahoe Classes have been exploring multiplication in 
different visual ways, including looking at the 
different ways that composite numbers can be 
constructed and grouped, and how they can use 
different visual strategies to help solve multiplication 
problems. 
Ohawe Classes have been looking at Solving different 
types of multiplication problems. These include Visual 
pictures, Word problems, Numeric and measurement. 
We are beginning to use these skills to help us find 
the perimeter, area and volume of different everyday 
objects we see.

Each class have a Bonus Maths Session (Which 
different teachers take) and explore a different 
mathematical concept using a Mathematical Inquiry 
approach. These session are practical where students 
can explore, share and come up with many different 
ways to solve the big question for the week. 

We would like to invite all parents, caregivers and 
whanau to a Maths evening on Wednesday 19 June, 
where we will be able to explain and share what we 
have been doing thus far.

Students are now expected to be in their winter 
uniform. This is not much of a change, except that 
students are allowed to wear plain navy blue or black 
long sleeved thermals under their uniform if they 
choose, and bottle green scarves. Black shoes and 
navy socks are compulsory during this time. Boys 
socks are knee length and navy blue. Girls  wear knee 
or mid-calf navy blue socks (both available at The 
Warehouse in packs of 5 for $10). Girls can wear 
navy blue woollen stockings for extra warmth if 
desired. 
Shoes are plain black - no labels or tags in any 
colour other than black. They need to be able to 
hold a shine and repel water when it rains, so 
leather or vinyl not canvas thank you. Please 
remember that if students choose to wear black 
trackpants, they are NOT to have any 'labels' on 
them and are taslon.
PLEASE name all items,  
even socks if you can as 
once they are taken off
it is impossible to find
the owners. A good
idea is to name shoes
along the edge of the 
heel under the foot 
as this does not usually 
touch the ground and
twink pens will work
there for a period of
time. Otherwise use vivid 
inside the shoes. 
Make the names
bold and clear please. 

IMPACT an invitation to step up, get involved, and 
contribute to an environmentally sustainable world.

A small group of students are taking part in an 
inquiry based class activity called IMPACT, run by 
Sustainable Taranaki. The IMPACT programme is a 
youth action incubator, facilitating youth-led 
environmental projects that engage with, and give 
back to the local community. Projects undertaken 
last year by our students were native tree planting 
and water testing at the Waingongoro River near 
Ohawe Beach.The impact team uses a strengths 
based approach, supporting youth to develop their 
individual and team strengths, their interests and 
passions. The project will run over 8 weeks of the 
term, with each session lasting one hour. The 
programme is funded by the Ministry of Youth 
Development, and IMPACT's two facilitators are 
provided at no cost to the school.

IT'S YOUR WORLD,
YOUR IMPACT

     Over the past few weeks       
              classes have been playing 
in a mini interclass tournament during 
morning tea and lunch. This week we have 
semi-finals. Congratulations to these Ako, 2, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 17
The winning class will represent our school 
in the Mixed grade at the Taranaki 
Intermediate Rippa Rugby 1-day tournament 
on Wednesday 26 June.
We will also be taking a girls and boys team.

INTER CLASS RIPPA 
COMPETITION

HIGHLANDS SPORTS EXCHANGE

Principal - Wendy Sheridan-Smith
Deputy Principal, Operations - Trisha Careswell
Associate Principal - Jill Trigg
Assistant Principal, Ohawe - Natalie Tai
Assistant Principal, Tangahoe - Dawn Mendes
Assistant Principal, Learning Coach - Liz Stewart
Assistant Principal, Technology - Glenn Heather

Directors:
Sport - Alex Caradus
Literacy - Richard Baylis
Maths - Ahinekura Crawford
SENCo - Lisa Walker

Ohawe:
Literacy       - Chris Robinson
                  - Natalie Tai
Maths:         - Ahinekura Crawford
The Arts  - Larni Martin
Health & PE  - Liz Stewart
Inquiry         - Lisa Walker
                  - Glenn Heather

Tangahoe:
Literacy       - Richard Baylis
                  - Des Bain
Maths          - Alex Caradus 
The Arts      - Dawn Mendes
Health & PE  - Moana Paraha
Inquiry        - Jill Trigg
                  - Mallory Williamson
                  - Glenn Heather

Tech Team:
Visual Arts          - Alice Mason
Food Technology               - To be decided
Workshop                       - Glenn Heather
STEAM Innovation Station - Pat Whyte

Learning Assistants:  - Bev Ingram
                             - Michelle Shaw
                             - Katharine Jones
                             - Mark Williams
                             - Kevin Harrison

Librarian:               - Sue French
Property Manager:   - Eric Pollock
Office Manager       - Dizzy Snoxell
Office Assistant    - Nic Parkinson
    

STAFF ORGANISATION
SPORT EXCELLENCE
Shanika Spragg
Isaac MacKay

CULTURAL MERIT
Kaia Silva

SPORT MERIT
Kayden Brogden-Willis
Tyra Laupama
Quinn Scott
Campbell Wills

COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE
Emilia Scott

COMMUNITY MERIT
Emilia Scott

STUDENT SUCCESS

Hāwera High School
OPEN EVENING

Join us for our open evening at the 
school for parents of Year 8 students

                          Monday 10 June 2019 
                                4pm - 7.30pm

The first of two information tours runs from 4 - 5.30pm,
and the second from 6 - 7.30pm

These tours will allow parents and caregivers to see 
our well-resourced

teaching areas and facilities, hear presentations from 
various department heads on curriculum and learning 

opportunities, and speak with ambassador students on 
life at Hāwera High School.

More information can be obtained from our 
school office on 06 278 4145

We do hope you can join us on 10 June

As the cogs began to turn, a flicker of light sparked 
from within. The machine came to life, its arms 
metal, its head metal, its legs metal, and the glowing 
eye in the centre didn’t make it any less terrifying. 
The colours danced in the orb swirling and spinning 
but then all the colours left, leaving all except one 
colour; red.

It took its first step. Its fingers wrapped around 
the bars and bent them apart so he could escape his 
prison. The underground bunker had been abandoned 
and forgotten. The robot was now free from his cell 
that he had been sitting in for many thousands of 
years. He took a step outside his cell and a smile 
crawled across his face, an evil, cunning smile. He 
dug his sharp claw-like fingers into the soil above 
and shoveled away dirt and started rising to the 
surface.  

People stared in horror as the beast towered above 
everyone. Parents gasped, children screamed and 
everyone in houses shut their windows not wanting 
to make eye contact with the monstrosity they were 
witnessing. Everyone froze as the giant robot turned 
its head slowly. A man who was inside a house ran 
out the door and ran to the robots feet. 
“You will never take this country over! You are a 
stupid robot!” yelled the man as he kicked the 
robots foot. The robot looked down at the man and 
picked him up. The robot processed the english 
words through his mechanical brain. He was slowly 
remembering how to speak.
“I am the not the stupid rebeet!” he yelled. 
Everyone at the foot of the robot snickered. The 
robot threw the man to the ground with great force 
and the man splattered on the ground like a dead 
fly. Everyone nearby was soaked with red and they 
screamed as they ran back to their house to shower 
off. The robot used its rusty thrusters and flew 
above the city. All the years he spent as a slave in a 
toy factory, all the years he had spent in an 
abandoned underground base and now he could finally 
get revenge. 

He flew over the world to where he worked last and 

FROM THE CLASSROOM

THE EYE
Our annual sport exchange with Highlands 
Intermediate took place in New Plymouth. We had 
teams represent the school in Football, Netball, 
Basketball, Rugby, Girls 7s, Hockey, Chess, Bowls, 
Badminton and Table Tennis. We experienced a lot 
of tough competition from their teams. Although 
many of the results didn't go our way, many 
students were proud of what they achieved, 
whether it was making their first tackle ever in a 
contact sport, or scoring more points than they 
thought they would. Thanks goes to the teachers 
and coaches who made this day possible. 

 We continue to have a large number of un-
named uniform items sitting in our 'lost 

property' including several pairs of shoes. 
If your child is missing part of their uniform, 

please make sure that you encourage them 
to look through the large 

collection at school. 

LOST PROPERTY

flew down fast, curling his 
robotic hands into fists and 
bolted down destroying the toy 
factory and everything else 
around. The mass destruction 
pleased the mighty robot and he 
flew up higher to get a better 
view... Brenna Johnson

ABC BADGE
Emilia Scott
Nathan Hunt
Julia Scott

SCIENCE BADGE
Campbell Wills - Water Science
Julia Scott - Home Chemistry

50 STARS OF THE DAY
Pikihuia Hockley

THE READING RACE
Sarah Penefather

We are opening a new unit at our school in Ako 11 and 12 
called Tuakana Teina. The students in this unit are not 
coping with the curriculum delivery model and need support 
to engage back with the rest of the school. We welcome 
Kevin Harrison, who with Mark, will be full time mentors in 
the unit.	Trisha and I will be the main teachers engaged 
with the students and we’re excited about the learning 
opportunities that this unit will bring. If you’re passing, 
please pop in and have a look at the unit in operation; we’re 
always happy to see any member of our school whanau. 
Parents of the students going into the unit have been 
contacted.

Don't forget to turn on
notifications on your phone to
receive instant alerts from us
via the Skool Loop App.

Simple free download:
In Google play & App Store
search 'Skool Loop' & 
choose 
Hawera Intermediate 
once installed

An Evening of 
Maths

with
'The Maths Cafe'

Wednesday
19 June

6pm

OUR PATHWAY FOR CONCERNS

Remember this time of year 
can be a bit of a ‘melting 
pot'as we get used to our 
new school and peers and get 
to know one another better. 

Classroom teachers are your 
first point of contact. They 
will help you or connect you 
to the right person to help 
you - this may be a 
curriculum or whanau leader, 
office or technology staff 
etc. Teachers will also 
inform Senior Leaders when 
necessary. 

If your concern is not 
resolved, after you approach 
your child’s teacher, you can 
speak to Senior Leaders, 
Wendy, Trisha or Jill for 
support.

After this process, if your 
concern still feels unresolved 
your next step is to contact 
the Board of Trustees. 
Senior Leaders will support 
you with this process.

No matter is too small when 
it involves our children, so 
please do not hesitate to 
make contact. We would 
much rather be informed 
and involved early and sort 
things out while they are 
still simple.

All concerns will be kept 
confidential as much as 
possible, and we will keep 
you informed along the way. 
Contact teachers directly or 
by leaving a message at the 
office for them to call you 
back.

Classroom
Teacher

School
Leaders

Board
of

Trustees

Principal

We are committed to being open communicators and would like to clear some 
misapprehensions that we understand may be out there at the moment.
Wendy was appointed by the Board to support and implement change, we were very clear that this 
was an opportunity for Hawera Intermediate to embrace new ideas and new approaches to 
teaching and learning. This is an exciting time for our school; we can see the changes we wanted 
slowly coming to fruition; for us this was important as we get ever closer to our rebuild.
We knew this was going to be a challenge for Wendy and we've been delighted how Trisha 
Careswell and Jill Trigg have embraced the ideas Wendy has brought with her and are working as 
a team to implement them. Wendy has been collecting a lot of student and staff voice recently, 
even this early in the process, and we're looking forward to the full report when it is shared.
Therefore Wendy has the endorsement of the board and we thank her for the hard work she is 
doing for our children.
Wendy has also been to the Board about opening an extra unit at school. We fully support the 
opening of the Tuakana Teina unit and have committed to providing resourcing to support its 
success. 
We know that change can be hard and we welcome constructive feedback from our community. We 
encourage you to come up to the school and see the fantastic things that are happening. If you 
have feedback to give, please see our concern procedure attached to this newsletter. 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

I'd like to thank the Board for their vote of 
confidence in the work we are doing here. I've had 
lots of meetings with school whanau with concerns or 
questions or insights to share since I have been at 
our school. I have appreciated the thoughts and 
insights of people who have come in to have a 
conversation.. I'm always happy to meet with anyone 
to talk about anything; if you would like to have a 
friend come with you please do so.
The journey our school is on, is an exciting one and 
one that is providing challenge for all of us. I am 
very lucky to be supported by a strong executive 
team, a dedicated group of teachers, learning 
assistants, ancillary staff and students who are 
committed to the school's ongoing success. Decisions 
are made collectively and under the direction of our 
School Charter. I have invited some students to be 
part of solution based groups as we navigate through 
these water. Everyone's voice is important.

THANK YOU


